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The Promise
of Tropical Agriculture
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) believes the answer is 
“yes” but only if farming becomes far more eco-
efficient. Economically and ecologically prudent 
resource use, we maintain, is critical for raising 
productivity to improve livelihoods while reducing 
agriculture’s environmental footprint. 
To help achieve such a profound shift, we develop 
technologies, methods, and knowledge that 
better enable farmers, mainly smallholders, to 
enhance eco-efficiency in agriculture.
Progress in our crop research depends on unique 
collections of genetic resources – 65,000 crop samples in 
all – which we hold in trust for humanity.
A Vision of Eco-Efficiency
I n recent years, multiple crises centered on the global climate, environment, and economy 
have greatly increased the pressure on tropical 
agriculture. 
Can it keep pace with rapidly growing demand for 
agricultural products without continued over-use 
of agrochemicals and unsustainable mining of 
natural resources? The International Center for 
Strategic Research Focus
Since no single organization can address the whole of 
tropical agriculture, CIAT complements the efforts of 
others by focusing strategically on selected crops and 
research areas. 
Our scientists work globally to develop more resilient 
and productive varieties of two staple foods, cassava 
and common bean, together with tropical forages for 
livestock. In Latin America and the Caribbean, we also 
improve rice. Representing diverse food groups and 
a key portion of the world’s agricultural biodiversity, 
those crops are vital for food and nutrition security. 
In our work on agrobiodiversity, we rely on advanced 
biotechnology to accelerate crop improvement. 
We work in two other key areas – soils and policy 
analysis – which cut across all tropical crops and 
production environments. Our soil scientists use the 
latest tools and knowledge to improve soil health, 
restore degraded land, and make agriculture climate 
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Since 1967 / Science to cultivate change
CIAT’s approximately 300 scientists work in Latin America and the Caribbean, sub-Saharan Africa, and Asia.
CGIAR Global Research
CIAT is a member of the CGIAR Consortium and 
Lead Center of the CGIAR Research Program on 
Climate Change, Agriculture and Food Security 
(CCAFS). The Center contributes importantly to 
other CGIAR Research Programs as well. CGIAR is 
a global agricultural research partnership for a food 
secure future. Its science is carried out by the 
15 research centers who are members of the CGIAR 
Consortium in collaboration with hundreds of partner 
organizations.
www.ciat.cgiar.org / www.cgiar.org
A World of Promise
Agriculture in the tropics is an intricate global 
mosaic, encompassing environments as different 
from one another as South America’s grassland 
savannas and the intensively tilled highlands 
of sub-Saharan Africa and remote uplands of 
Southeast Asia.
CIAT’s founders saw this vast and diverse region 
as a world of promise. While aware of the many 
problems that farmers face in the tropics, they 
believed that high-quality science, focused on 
diverse crops and cropping systems, can help 
boost agricultural productivity, leading to reduced 
hunger and poverty.
Since CIAT’s creation in 1967, Center 
researchers, working with hundreds of partners, 
have amassed a remarkable record of science 
for change. The results have validated the 
original concept on which the Center was based 
and contributed importantly to sustainable 
agricultural development worldwide.
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smart. Through our work on policy analysis, we 
harness the power of information to influence 
decisions about climate change, ecosystem services, 
and linking farmers to markets.
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